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This Month’s Theme: Be A Birder
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Lotusland
805-969-3767; www.lotusland.org

Santa Barbara
Botanic Garden

805-682-4726; www.sbbg.org
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National Park

E 805-658-5730; www.nps.gov/chis
m Santa Barbara

Maritime Museum
805-962-8404; www.sbmm.org
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www.msi.ucsb.edu

Santa Barbara
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805 964-4407; www.goletahistory.org
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and Stow House
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www.elverhoj.org/

Santa Barbara Public
Library System
805-962-7653; www.sbplibrary.org

Kids do Ecology

' National Center for Ecological
" Analysis and Synthesis

http://kids.nceas.ucsb.edu/

si8gy

805-892-2500
4 Carrlage and Western
Art Museum of

~©~< ““~  Santa Barbara
805-962-2353; www.carriagemuseum.org

Cachuma Lake

Our mild climate and location by the ocean mean that
Santa Barbara County is rich with a great variety of habi-
tats. Our county is therefore also rich with bird life. Santa
Barbara has more species of birds than most places in
the United States. Spring is a great time of year to watch
birds. They are busy finding mates, building nests, and
raising young.

Here’s the challenge: Can you learn to identify some
of the birds around you—in your neighborhood, at the
beach, in a park, or at your school? You might ask, “How
do I begin?”

You will need a bird field guide. A field guide is a book
or brochure that shows photos or pictures of birds that live
in certain geographic areas, such as North America. If you
don’t have one, you can borrow a guide from a library.
After you have seen a bird, you can identify it using the
field guide. First, you will need to learn how to really
look at a bird so you can find it more easily in the guide.

There is a way to look at a bird, and the more you do
it, the better you will get. Begin by looking carefully at
certain parts of the bird. (Yes, they fly away, so be quick!)
Here are a few basic questions to ask when you look.

WHAT TO ASK WHEN IDENTIFYING A BIRD:

+ How big is it?
Hummingbird size
Crow size
Eagle or Heron size

Sparrow size
Hawk size

+ What color's are |1's

- Where is it?

On a branch In a hole On a tree trunk
Under a bush In a bush In the grass
In the water Near water

What is it doing?
Perching Singing Eating Preening
Swimming Soaring Walking

« Is it alone or in a flock?

Does it make any sounds?
hoot whistle  warble
c00 pip chig

quack
squawk

A Bird's Beak Talks

The shape of a bird's bill (or beak) can tell you about its eating habits.

Anna’'s Hummingbird:
sipping hectar

Great Blue Heron: spearing fish

Red-tailed Hawk: tearing flesh

Hooded Oriole: catching insects and
sipping nectar

Match the Tool fo the Job: Which Bill Does What?

Scr'ub J'ay multi-purpose
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